
FWG - Acts 8:1 
 
 
Song: Jesus Loves Me 
 
Prayer: God, teach us. Create us in a desire to show your glory, to spread your gospel to the 
ends of the earth.   
 
Text: Acts 8:1 
 
Explanation: Acts 1:8 outlines the geographical spread of the gospel, “...Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and the ends of the earth.” However, the spread of the gospel was not happening. In 
Acts 7, Stephen becomes the first martyr of the church and persecution ensues. Normally, we 
think of persecution as a negative thing; we only see the terror and horror of it. However, God 
uses the persecution of the church to spread the gospel to the very places he initially said it 
would go, “Judea and Samaria.” By the end of the Book of Acts, Paul has plans to go as far as 
Spain with the gospel (the ends of the earth). We must see how God uses the persecution of 
the church. Early in the 3rd century, Tertullian is credited with saying, “The blood of martyrs is 
the seed of the church.”  
 
The Point: Persecution spreads the gospel.  
 
Application: Pray for brothers and sisters in Christ around the world that are being persecuted. 
Pray that the gospel would go forth. Pray that they stand strong as gospel witnesses. Use your 
religious freedom to be a witness.  
 

Pre-K & Elementary Age: Teach your children about the reality of persecution. Use the 
links as tools: Click here and Kids of Courage.  
 
Middle & High School Students: Following Jesus comes at a cost. Teach your 
teenagers the truth of the gospel. Teach them what it is to count the cost of discipleship. 
Check out Voice of the Martyrs website. Read some articles as a family. Find a way to 
engage the persecuted church. Perhaps you could write letters to imprisoned Christians.  
 
Young Adult: Be thankful for your freedom to worship God. How are you using your 
freedom? Are you being a witness? Are you going to your Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
or the ends of the earth? Pray for the persecuted church. Check out Voice of the Martyrs 
website. Consider reading Foxe's Book of Martyrs.  
 
Adult: Pray for the persecuted church. Use your religious freedom. Pray for the 
persecuted church. Check out Voice of the Martyrs website. Consider reading Foxe's 
Book of Martyrs.  

https://www.kidsofcourage.com/?page_id=8967
https://www.kidsofcourage.com/
https://www.persecution.com/
https://www.prisoneralert.com/
https://www.persecution.com/
https://www.monergism.com/foxs-book-martyrs
https://www.persecution.com/
https://www.monergism.com/foxs-book-martyrs
https://www.monergism.com/foxs-book-martyrs


 
Empty Nesters: Pray for the persecuted church. Check out Voice of the Martyrs 
website. Consider reading Foxe's Book of Martyrs.  
 

 
Song: Read Is. 6:1-8. Then sing Holy Holy Holy.  
 
Prayer: Sovereign Lord. It is only by your grace that we are not persecuted. It is only by your 
grace that we were born into a free nation, free to worship you. Forgive us for squandering so 
many opportunities. God, show mercy and grace to our brothers and sisters around the world 
that are suffering. Be glorified in them. Be glorified in us. Amen. 

https://www.persecution.com/
https://www.monergism.com/foxs-book-martyrs

