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Song: Good Good Father 
  
Prayer: Lord, thank you for our family! Thank you for this time to worship you together. Bless it 
please. 
  
Text: Romans 8:28 - “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”  
 
  
Explanation:  Divine providence is generally used to denote God’s preserving and governing all 
things by means of second causes (Easton’s Bible Dictionary). Providence is the sovereignty of 
God in action even when one doesn’t immediately see it in action. Providence is most often 
viewed with a “rear-view mirror” perspective. In other words, providence is usually seen and 
understood after the fact.  

Think about the story of Joseph (Gen. 37-50). Joseph was a good kid, loved by his 
parents, but hated by his jealous brothers. They abused him and abandoned him, only to later 
come back and sell him to slave traders. Still, Joseph continued to do the right thing, and as a 
slave, he was good to his master. His righteousness earned him a two-year prison sentence 
where he became known for his ability to accurately interpret dreams, which eventually afforded 
him the opportunity to interpret the dreams of Pharaoh. Ultimately, Joseph, a foreigner, slave, 
and inmate, would be promoted to the second most powerful person in Egypt. Years later his 
initial betrayers, his brothers, would be forced to seek the welfare of Egypt, totally under the lock 
and key of Joseph. When they discover who Joseph actually is, they rightly fear for their lives. 
Fortunately, Joseph understood divine providence. He simply, yet profoundly, told them, “As for 
you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today. (Gen. 50:20). Joseph was able to look back on his life 
and the various trials and struggles that he walked through, and realize that God never once 
removed his hand of provision. This is Romans 8:28 in action. God often works the 
extraordinary through the ordinary. This is Joseph’s story. This is Esther’s story. This is my story 
and your story. 
 
 
  
Application:  
  

Pre-K & Elementary Age: Ask these questions to your child: How do plants and trees 
grow? Who makes it rain? How do birds get fed? [Add your own follow-up questions]. 
God provides for his own, and they do not worry about things (Mt. 6:26). You can always 
trust God to take care of you.  
 

https://youtu.be/-ak0OoFBw3c


 
Middle & High School Students: Write out a list of things that you are currently worried 
about. Make a second list of the things that God has provided for you throughout your 
life. Is there really anything on the first list that is too big for God? Trust him to meet your 
needs.  

  
Adult: It’s time to start looking in the rear-view mirror. You’re probably not working your 
childhood dream job, but can you see yet why God has you doing what you’re doing? 
Can you see how various pieces of the puzzle fell in place to put you exactly where you 
are now? Highschool? College? Various work experiences? Relationships? Marriage? 
Do you see why God allowed certain things to happen, and how he used each and every 
decision to bring you to this point? He’s the grand designer, and He wastes nothing.  

  
Empty Nesters: You’ve certainly had opportunities throughout the years to look back 
and see how God has worked things for good. Now, you’re at the age where you begin 
to have new worries and new fears. It seems like medical issues are occuring far more 
frequently than they used to. Perhaps you’re worried about your children or 
grandchildren, and some of the choices they are making. Perhaps there is a fear of the 
end of life. God has been faithful to provide for you to this point. Praise Him, and trust 
Him to continue to meet your needs!  

  
Song: See A Victory 
 
Prayer: Lord, You are good! You are a good good Father. I believe, but help me when I doubt.  
 

https://youtu.be/jEK6_rz26z0

