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Song: I Am Set Free 
 
Prayer: Lord, will you teach us today? Challenge us. Convict us. Lead us to repent and to turn 
our lives more towards you. Open our hearts to your Word and open your Word to our hearts.  
 
Text: Titus 3:1-2 
 
Explanation: The Apostle Paul writes to Titus, a young pastor. This is one of Paul’s pastoral 
epistles, in which he gives instruction to the pastor. In chapter 3, he begins the end of the letter 
by telling Titus to “Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities.” I think it’s interesting 
that Paul uses the words “Remind them (ESV).” This implies that the people should have 
already known to be submissive to governing authorities. It is a common idea in the New 
Testament that believers will be submissive to the governing authority that God has sovereignly 
placed over them (Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17); they just need to be reminded from time to 
time. This is all understood in the context of the next few phrases in verse 2 and following, and 
this reminder is understood with the qualification that submitting to government does not require 
the believer to blaspheme or deny Christ.  
 
The Point: Because you are a follower of Christ, submit your life to the governing authorities.  
 
Application: Explanation leads to application. Now we know what the text means, but how 
does it apply to each listener. This text is so plain and simple that the application just flows: 
submit to governing authorities.  
 

Pre-K & Elementary Age: Mom and Dad are the governing institution in authority over 
young children. Teach them what it is to obey, even though sometimes they may not 
agree with or understand the logic behind the instruction. Use a recent example of 
correction or discipline in the child’s life to prove the point, and then relate it to the 
governing authorities in our world.  
 
Middle & High School Students: Teenagers often dream of total liberty, from all 
authorities: parents, teachers, government, etc. Use this opportunity to teach how God 
has sovereignly placed authority in our lives for our own good. Explain how the 
Christian’s normal response should be submission and cooperation. Teach respect and 
honor of authority to your teen.  
 
Young Adult: There is a time and place for civil protest and civil disobedience. Our 
nation is founded on revolt. However, the popular culture seems to desire protest and 
rebellion. Be wise. Discern. Ask the Lord for wisdom and guidance on what sort of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7K2VU4ReDE


protest you might engage in. For the believer, protest might be protest against the 
culture, by submitting to the governing authorities. Spend time praying that God would 
bend your will so that you can yield to the authority.  
 
Adult: You’ve seen protest before. You’ve seen it done well and not so well. You’ve 
seen protest be fruitful and you’ve seen it shamefully done. You’re setting an example to 
your children and grandchildren. Is your protest right? Is it God-honoring? The kids at 
your church are watching you. The neighbor’s children are listening. Are you setting an 
example that is following Christ? Can you say, as Paul said, “Be imitators of me, as I am 
of Christ (1 Cor. 11:1)?” Be mindful of the young eyes that are watching and listening. 
Model Christian submission for them.  
 

 
Song: We Look To You 
 
Prayer: We don’t always understand the law, and often, we understand but we do not agree. 
Lord, for your sake, help us to submit. Lord, help us to see our freedom in Christ as a freedom 
from the cultural pressure to resist authority. Lord, help us to see that our allegiance to you as 
the ultimate authority will lead us to obey the earthly authorities you have placed in our lives.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLwpHHQuTKs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLwpHHQuTKs

