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Song: Come Thy Fount, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjfToqk5w5g 

Prayer: Lord, teach us to be holy as You are holy.  

Text: Leviticus 20:7-8 

Explanation:  

The Hebrew name for Leviticus means “and He called.” So, it’s not surprising that we read frequently in 

Leviticus that God calls Moses to say certain things to the people of Israel.  In chapter 20, God’s message for 

the people is, “Be holy, for I am the LORD your God.” Sounds like a parent saying to a child, “Behave! Because 

I’m the parent and I said so!” Go back to chapter 19 where God says, “Be holy, for I the LORD your God am 

holy.” Who is holy? The LORD God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, the One who is perfect in all His 

ways, who is majestic in all His glory. That God, that holy God, calls us to one calling: holiness. 

 Jesus displayed His Father’s perfect holiness as He walked this earth 2000 years ago without sin, and He came 

to take our place on a cruel Roman cross. There He exchanged His own righteousness for ALL our sin—each 

miniscule transgression and every gross act of wickedness. It was the only way to fix our sin problem.  Because 

of Jesus, we already stand at God’s throne justified, but here on earth, we are still a work in progress. God 

calls us to live out this gift of holiness right here, right now, in everyday ways. Are we accepting that call?   

The Point: God has set Christians apart to be His own children and calls each of us to consecrate (dedicate) 

ourselves to holy living. 

Application: 

Pre-K & Elementary Age: Here’s something for you to talk about: when Mommy or Daddy call your 

name, do you come running to see what they want? Do you obey them? Do you want to? Your “want to” 

means Jesus is calling you to be holy. When you disobey instead of listening to Jesus, and Daddy still speaks 

gently to you, he is patient like God is. When Mommy reads a book to you at bedtime even when she is tired 

and wants to go to bed, she is loving you like God does. Love and patience are part of God’s holy nature, so He 

calls you to be patient and loving with your family and friends, too.  

Middle & High School Students: Holiness gets a bad rap in this culture, mostly when peers think you’re 

acting holy to prove you’re better than they are. But when you see the truth about yourself and believe God’s 

diagnosis that you have sinned and come short of the mark of true holiness, you realize you’re not better than 

anyone else. Acting holy to impress other people only proves that you’re not. Can you think of something 

good, something you know you ought to do, but don’t want to do? Maybe Mom asks you to put your socks in 

the dirty clothes hamper. Have you done it? Maybe Grandpa misses you. Have you called him? Ordinary 

everyday choices give clues about whether you’re moving toward holiness. Ask God to search your heart. Do 

you want to only appear holy, or do you want to be holy? 

Young Adult: Is your life overrun by anxiety and worldly cares? In my twenties, my biggest care was 

Me, Myself, and I. Yes, a full-time job was a challenge, and moving away from mom and dad was exciting. Of 

course, I wanted all the “normal” things—marriage, a family, my place in the world. Consequently, friends, 

responsibilities, and plans crowded my time and thoughts. Holiness? I made sure I looked pretty good to 

outsiders—none of the really bad stuff. Just no steady growth in my relationship to Jesus. I even read my Bible 

and prayed, but holiness was still a matter of appearances. I wasn’t ready to give up my “respectable sins” of 

procrastination, fear, and Pride. What about you? Are you spending time with God just to say you do, or is it 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjfToqk5w5g


because you want to know Him? The Holy Spirit uses Scripture to convict, instruct, and teach. It’s one means 

of grace for working holiness deep into our hearts. Are you moving forward with Jesus or sliding backward? 

There’s no sitting still. Make time to read His Word and pray, and go ahead, confess your lack of desire for 

holiness. Let Jesus change you from the inside out. 

Adult: This is a time of life when you have no time! Every moment seems to have its demands. You’re 

expected to work outside and inside the home, take care of children, or grandchildren, or aged parents. 

Maybe you volunteer in the community and serve at church. Are you tired, or energized? Or are you 

frustrated, irritated, or afflicted? Has life led to disappointments or rewards? No matter what life looks like 

now, you’ve had your share of happiness and hardship. Have you ever stood on literal holy ground and talked 

with God like Moses? Even Moses got to the point where he was fed up. I bet holiness wasn’t on his radar the 

day he struck the rock when God told him to simply speak to it. Even someone as trusted and holy as Moses 

messed up. Is God still calling you to holiness? You bet. And He will use each circumstance of your life as an 

opportunity for growth if you surrender to His sovereign will in those very circumstances. Look for Jesus there. 

He is near. And His holiness is yours for the asking.  

Empty Nesters: Has serving Jesus grown sweeter, or has the sweetness turned bitter? Maybe your life 

looks different than you expected. Is your retirement income meager, are your aches and pains debilitating, 

are you lonely? Has this phase of life uncovered long buried resentments or strongholds of sin? Don’t despair. 

Whatever your circumstances, or wherever you are in the process of sanctification, God’s purpose for you is 

grace and holy living. Admit your sin to Jesus. He already knows anyway. He will carry that weight and free you 

for more worthwhile things, like praising Him, serving Him, and bringing glory to Him. God isn’t finished with 

you yet!  

Song: Take My Life, and Let It Be, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0Byp7aK2DA 

Prayer: Lord, we want to love You more, praise You more, thank You more, and follow You more. Tune our 

hearts to Yours. Help us keep our eyes on Jesus, who is the author and perfecter of our faith.  
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